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Young Artist with Autism Exhibit opens in March

Hartford, CT – Connecticut has its share of phenomenal artists, but few of them have as phenomenal a story as 15 year old Ben Carroll.  Ben Carroll was born in Bulgaria, in July of 1994.  He was placed in an orphanage and basically neglected.  He was adopted at 18 months old by Manchester, Connecticut family, Ed and Laura-Lee Carroll.  As a child diagnosed with autism, Ben’s journey involved years of speech therapy, occupational therapy, and home schooling.  Amidst the special needs that Ben had, though, he began exhibiting some special talent as well.  Ben loved to paint, and draw, and was clearly talented.  In 2004, Ben had his first art show, and a star was born.  Almost 6 years later, Ben Carroll will now be exhibiting work he created from age 9 to 15 at the Charter Oak Cultural Center in Hartford this March.
An opening reception with hors d’oeuvres and beverages will be held Thursday, March 4th from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. The exhibition runs from March 4 – March 26th, 2010, and is open Monday – Friday, 10:00 am – 5:00pm.
Also, be sure to look for Ben on Better Connecticut, with Scot Haney, around the 2nd week of March.
Charter Oak Cultural Center, located at 21 Charter Oak Avenue in Hartford, is housed in Connecticut's oldest synagogue building, is a non-profit, multi-cultural arts center committed to preserving the Jewish Heritage of our building, giving access to the arts to all people and doing the work of social justice. Charter Oak has long been an arts showcase for the region's ethnically and culturally diverse communities. We offer performances, exhibits, classes, two free after school programs for inner city youth, lectures and cultural programming that nourish the mind, soul, body and spirit of young and old alike. Our mission is to provide access to the arts for all.
For more information, call Katie Hanley at the Charter Oak Cultural Center at (860) 249-1207.
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